170                   AN INCREDIBLE CHARGE
Even if they were genuine letters, it was extravagant beyond words to assume that Moore could have had part or lot in them. Moore, as Sir Gilbert was aware, had been a member of Parliament, had seen the formation of Sir Gilbert's party in the House, and knew well its importance and strength. It is therefore incredible that he should have imagined that he could cause Sir Gilbert's removal from his position as Viceroy by any means whatever, even if that had been his wish. But supposing even that absurdity, it is utterly ridiculous to suggest that he could for a moment have fancied that Sir Gilbert's tenure of office would be imperilled as a consequence of any action of his in Corsica. Moore had many friends of much influence at home, and had been very popular in the House. Had he been given to intrigue, it would have been through his English friends at home, and not through Corsicans, that he would have worked against Sir Gilbert. It is clear enough from this Diary that he felt the most profound anxiety as to the consequences which must follow, and in fact did follow, from many of Sir Gilbert's actions; but, though in it he records these point by point, and we may see as in a glass into his mind, there is throughout the whole of it only one sentence which shows him to have ever said a word to any Corsican in disparagement of the Viceroy. It was certainly a rash expression, but the provocation was extreme, and it was given forth in a moment of great danger, to prevent actual collision between the British and Corsican troops. When Major Murati came to him and said, " All the English are under arms against us. Our people are asleep in bed," Moore, who had been watching the panic-stricken action of the Viceroy, and had heard from the Viceroy's own mouth theas true, Colonna, orrdly behis biographer, did doorgo at all events. He is, they say, directed by him like a child. They dread a disturbance and the loss of the British connection and protection. The Dolphin sailed last night to Civita Vecchia for Mr. North, the Secretary of State.ngly to-morrow evening. If they do so quietly, they will give a great instance of forbearance andareful to keep his
